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The new EU Strategyfor SustainableTextilesaims to

ensure that the textile industry recovers from the

COVID-19 crisis in a sustainableway. The EU must

therefore take this opportunity to apply innovative

solutions and take advantageof the synergieswith

Europeanlegislations(e.g., the EuropeanGreenDeal,

the Circular Economy Action Plan, the Industrial

Strategy,the 9¦ΩǎChemicalsStrategyfor Sustainability,

and the Zero Pollution Action Plan) to address the

challengesrelated to the impact of the textile life cycle

on the qualityandquantityof water resources1.

Water EuropeVision

WaterEuropehassetout a blueprint for a societyin whichthe true valueof water is

recognisedand realised,andall availablewater sourcesare managedin sucha way

that water scarcityandpollution of water areavoided,water andresourceloopsare

largely closedto foster a circular economyand optimal resourceefficiency,while

the water systemis resilientagainstthe impactof climatechangeevents.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A WATER -SMART SOCIETY
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1. Briefingof the EuropeanEnvironmentAgency,ά¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜǎin 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎcircularŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέΣ19 Nov 2019, last modified 09 Mar 2021, https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/textiles-in-europes-
circular-economy
2. EgWater<Less®techniqueusedby LeviStrass& Co,https://www.levi.com/US/en_US/blog/article/how-we-make-jeans-with-less-water/

INCREASINGWATEREFFICIENCY,CIRCULARMANAGEMENT

ANDREUSE1
The textile industry is a high water-intensive sector. Processesrequire extensivewater use for dyeing, rinsing,

conditioning,and finishingoperations. Thenew EUStrategyfor SustainableTextilesshouldtherefore encouragea

water-smartmanagementby:

Incentivizingthe reduction of water consumption. Fibresreuseprocessescould lead to a reduction in the

water consumptionnecessaryfor their production in the field, but they could increasethe water and

energyconsumptionfor their reworking,cleaning,and disinfection. Howevergood water-savingpractices

existandcanalreadybeencouraged2.

4th

Highest pressure 
category in the EU 

for water use.

20% 
Of global water pollution is 

caused by dyeing and 
finishing textile products.

0,5 Mil tonnes

Of plastic microfibresare released 
into the ocean annually from 
washing plastic-based textiles.

A systemicapproachthat involvesdesign,production,consumption,recycling,and collectionof textile wasteis the

only solution for a global circular economyproject for the sector. Water Europehas identified 5 areaswhere

immediateactionscanbe taken to reducewater consumptionand the environmentalimpactand achievea Water-

Smarttextile sector:

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/textiles-in-europes-circular-economy



